
 

Order of Worship 
Epiphany | 5th Sunday 

February 5, 2023 
Welcome—“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden;…” Matthew 5:14 NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 

WL: Praise the Lord! How blessed is the man who fears the Lord, 

ALL: Who greatly delights in His commandments. … 

WL: Light arises in the darkness for the upright; 

ALL: He is gracious and compassionate and righteous. 

WL: It is well with the man who is gracious and lends; 

ALL: He will maintain his cause in judgment. 

WL: For he will never be shaken; 

ALL: The righteous will be remembered forever. 

WL: He will not fear evil tidings; 

ALL: His heart is steadfast, trusting in the Lord. 

WL: His heart is upheld, he will not fear, … 

ALL: He has given freely to the poor, 

WL: His righteousness endures forever; 

ALL: His horn will be exalted in honor. 

(Psalm 112:1–9 NASB) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, February 5, 2023 | Epiphany | 5th Sunday of 

Epiphany | Year A] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13–20 NASB 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be 
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled under foot by men. 14You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill 
cannot be hidden; 15nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16Let your light shine 
before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven. 17Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I say to you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not the smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the 
Law until all is accomplished. 19Whoever then annuls one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great 
in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I say to you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of 
heaven.” 



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. In what way does salt add value to our lives? How do these characteristics of 
salt describe what our life in Christ is meant to be like? 

2. What is the difference between light and darkness? What value does light bring 
to our lives? How does light describe our life in Christ? 

3. What did Jesus come to fulfill? What is the difference between the 
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees Jesus was talking about and true 
righteousness? How do we receive true righteousness? 

NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Corinthians 2:1–12 NASB 

1“And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with superiority of speech or 
of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2For I determined to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4and my message and my preaching 
were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power 
of God. 6Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, 
however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; 7but 
we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God predestined 
before the ages to our glory; 8the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has 
understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory; 9but just as it is written, ‘Things which eye has not seen and ear has not 
heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that God has prepared for 
those who love Him.’ 10For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the 
Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 11For who among men knows the 
thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the 
thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received, 
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may know 
the things freely given to us by God, …” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

4. The apostle Paul wrote that he was determined to know nothing but what? Why 
was this so important to him? 

5. What was Paul counting on when sharing the good news of Jesus Christ—his 
ability to preach effectively and persuade people, or something else? What was 
he counting on? 

6. What was the mystery hidden for ages Paul was talking about? How do we 
come to know and understand the thoughts of God? Who knows the deepest 
parts of our minds and hearts? How is this even possible? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May Jesus Christ, the One who is the center of your life, fill you with 
his wisdom and power, that God may be glorified in you. In the Name of the Father, 
Son, and Spirit. Amen. 


