
 

Order of Worship 
Epiphany | 4th Sunday 

January 29, 2023 
Welcome—“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
Matthew 5:3 NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 

WL: “With what shall I come before the LORD  
ALL: And bow down before the exalted God?  
WL: Shall I come before him with burnt offerings,  
ALL: With calves a year old?  
WL: Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
ALL: With ten thousand rivers of olive oil?  
WL: Shall I offer my firstborn for my transgression,  
ALL: The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?  
WL: He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.  
ALL: And what does the LORD require of you?  
WL: To act justly and to love mercy  
ALL: And to walk humbly with your God.”  
(Micah 6:6-8 NIV) 
Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, January 29, 2023 | Epiphany | 4th Sunday of 

Epiphany | Year A] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:1–12 NASB 

1“When Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on the mountain; and after He sat down, 
His disciples came to Him. 2He opened His mouth and began to teach them, 
saying, 3Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4Blessed 
are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5Blessed are the gentle, for they 
shall inherit the earth. 6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied. 7Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 10Blessed are those who have 
been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you, and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of Me. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward in 
heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.”   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Since “blessed” means “happy” or “honored”, what is our God-given happiness 
based on? In what way is our blessedness both a current experience and an 
eschatological (end times) hope? 



 

2. What does it mean to be poor in spirit? How does this prepare us for life in the 
kingdom of heaven? 

3. What is it that we are to mourn? How are those who mourn in this way 
comforted? 

4. Who are “the gentle” Jesus is talking about? What keeps us this way? How is 
this our participation in Christ’s gentleness? What will the gentle inherit? 

5. Since we are to hunger and thirst for righteousness, i.e. a right relationship with 
God, how is one possible? How do we participate in Christ’s righteousness? 

6. What does it mean to be merciful? How is our showing of mercy to others a 
participation in Christ’s mercy towards us? 

7. What does it mean to be pure of heart? How does being pure of heart affect how 
we see the world around us and our ability to see God at work in us and in our 
world? 

8. What was the cost of the true peace which reconciled God with humankind, 
making peace between them? What does it mean for us to participate with the 
Son of God in being peacemakers, and therefore sons of God? 

9. What does it mean to be persecuted? Who do you know personally who has 
been persecuted for Christ’s sake? 

10. Who was perfectly obedient and faithful to God? What happened to him? How 
is our persecution and suffering for the sake of Christ a participation in his 
persecution and suffering? How can we rejoice in the midst of suffering and 
persecution for Christ’s sake? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May Jesus Christ, who is the power of God and the wisdom of God, 
and your Savior and Lord, bless you, smile on you and keep you in his perfect love, in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 


