
 

Order of Worship 
Epiphany | 3rd Sunday 

January 22, 2023 
Welcome—“And He said to them, ‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 
men.’ ” Matthew 4:19 NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 
WL: The LORD is my light and my salvation—  
ALL: So why should I be afraid?  
WL: The LORD is my fortress, protecting me from danger,  
ALL: So why should I tremble? …  
WL: The one thing I ask of the LORD—the thing I seek most—  
ALL: Is to live in the house of the LORD all the days of my life,  
WL: Delighting in the LORD’s perfections  
ALL: And meditating in his Temple.  
WL: For he will conceal me there when troubles come;  
ALL: He will hide me in his sanctuary.  
WL: He will place me out of reach on a high rock.  
ALL: Then I will hold my head high above my enemies who surround me.  
WL: At his sanctuary I will offer sacrifices with shouts of joy,  
ALL: Singing and praising the LORD with music.  
WL: Hear me as I pray, O LORD.  
ALL: Be merciful and answer me!  
WL: My heart has heard you say, “Come and talk with me.”  
ALL: And my heart responds, “LORD, I am coming.”  
WL: Do not turn your back on me. Do not reject your servant in anger.  
ALL: You have always been my helper. 
(Psalm 27:1,4-9 NLT) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, January 22, 2023 | Epiphany | 3rd Sunday of 

Epiphany | Year A] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12–23 NASB 

12“Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into 
Galilee; 13and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by the 
sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14This was to fulfill what was spoken 
through Isaiah the prophet: 15‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, By the 
way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—16‘The people who were 
sitting in darkness saw a great Light, and those who were sitting in the land and 
shadow of death, upon them a Light dawned.’ 17From that time Jesus began to preach 
and say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 18 Now as Jesus was walking 
by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew 
his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19And He said to them, 
‘Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ 20Immediately they left their nets 



 

and followed Him. 21Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their 
nets; and He called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and 
followed Him. 23Jesus was going throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and 
every kind of sickness among the people.”   

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What was Jesus doing in Galilee? Why was it important for Matthew to tell his 
readers what Jesus was doing? How would this encourage them? 

2. What did Jesus tell Simon and Andrew? What was their immediate response? Who 
else did he call? How did they respond? 

3. How were these two sets of people related? In what way does Jesus’ calling of 
these people teach us the importance of relationships in ministry and following 
Jesus? 

4. In what ways is Jesus still doing these things today? How do we participate with 
Jesus in his mission in this world? 

NEW TESTAMENT: 1 Corinthians 1:10–18 NASB 
10 “Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all 
agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the 
same mind and in the same judgment. 1 For I have been informed concerning you, my 
brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 12Now I mean this, 
that each one of you is saying, ‘I am of Paul,’ and ‘I of Apollos,’ and ‘I of Cephas,’ 
and ‘I of Christ.’ 13Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? 
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one would say you were baptized in my name. 
16Now I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know 
whether I baptized any other. 17For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so that the cross of Christ would not be made 
void. 18For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved it is the power of God.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 
1. What problem did the apostle Paul address in this passage? What was the cause of 

this problem?  

2. Paul thanks God he didn’t baptize anyone so that no one could brag that they were 
baptized in his name. In whose name are we to be baptized? (See Matthew 28:19; 
Acts 2:38.) 

3. What was the apostle Paul sent by Christ to do? Paul said he didn’t use cleverness 
of speech—by what power did he do his ministry? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May Jesus Christ, who is the power of God and the wisdom of God, 
and your Savior and Lord, bless you, smile on you and keep you in his perfect love, in 
the name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen 


