
 

Order of Worship 
Epiphany | 6th Sunday 

February 12, 2023 
Welcome—“So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but 
only God, who makes things grow.”  1 Corinthians 3:7 NIV 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 

WL: Blessed are those whose ways are blameless,  
ALL: Who walk according to the law of the LORD. 
WL: Blessed are those who keep his statutes  
ALL: And seek him with all their heart—  
WL: They do no wrong 
ALL: But follow his ways. 
WL: You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed.  
WL: Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees!  
WL: Then I would not be put to shame  
ALL: When I consider all your commands.  
WL: I will praise you with an upright heart  
ALL: As I learn your righteous laws.  
WL: I will obey your decrees;  
ALL: Do not utterly forsake me. 
(Psalm 119:1-8 NIV) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, February 12, 2023 | Epiphany | 6th Sunday 

of Epiphany | Year A] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:21–37 NASB 

21“You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder’ and 
‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ 22But I say to you that 
everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and 
whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the 
supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the 
fiery hell. 23Therefore if you are presenting your offering at the altar, and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your offering there 
before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother, and then come and 
present your offering. 25Make friends quickly with your opponent at law while you 
are with him on the way, so that your opponent may not hand you over to the 
judge, and the judge to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. 26Truly I say to 
you, you will not come out of there until you have paid up the last cent. 27You have 
heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery’; 28but I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart. 29If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out and throw it 



 

from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your body, than for your 
whole body to be thrown into hell. 30If your right hand makes you stumble, cut it 
off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your 
body, than for your whole body to go into hell. 31It was said, ‘Whoever sends his 
wife away, let him give her a certificate of divorce’; 32but I say to you that 
everyone who divorces his wife, except for the reason of unchastity, makes her 
commit adultery; and whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 
33Again, you have heard that 1the ancients were told, ‘You shall not make false 
vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.’ 34But I say to you, make no oath at 
all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is the 
footstool of His feet, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36Nor shall 
you make an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37But 
let your statement be, ‘Yes, yes’ or ‘No, no’; anything beyond these is of evil.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What did Jesus say was as equally wrong and worthy of condemnation as an act 
of murder? What was his point? 

2. When presenting an offering before the Lord, what are we to reflect upon and 
act on before we give our offering? Why? 

3. When a person looks upon another person with lust in their heart, what did 
Jesus say this was the same as? Why is this destructive to healthy human 
relationships? Why is this destructive to our relationship with God? 

4. Why is it important to simply make our “yes” mean yes and our “no” mean no? 
What happens when this is not the case? What are some times when you did not 
say what you really meant, and what was the result? 

NEW TESTAMENT:  1 Corinthians 3:1–9 NASB 

1“And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of 
flesh, as to infants in Christ. 2I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were 
not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able, 3for you are still 
fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and 
are you not walking like mere men? 4For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and 
another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are you not mere men? 5What then is Apollos? And 
what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave 
opportunity to each one. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the 
growth. 7So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but God who causes the growth. 8Now he who plants and he who waters are one; 
but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9For we are God’s 
fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. In what ways are jealousy and strife a reflection of how we are walking in 
relationship with God and each other? How should we walk? (See Rom. 8:4.) 

2. Who is responsible for producing growth in spiritual maturity? How does he do 
this? In what way do pastors and spiritual leaders participate in this? 



 

3. What does Paul say the church is? What does it mean to be God’s fellow 
workers? How do you personally participate in what God is doing in this 
world—in what ways are you God’s “fellow worker”? Are there any areas of 
your service to God and others that you are doing under your own strength or 
on your own agenda? What might you do to change this? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May our God, who is building you into a spiritual temple and enabling 
you to grow up in Christ and produce abundant spiritual fruit, bless you, keep you, 
smile on you, and give you his peace. In the name of Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 


