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The Big Story  
by Linda Rex 

 
December 25, 2022, Christmas Day—Lately I’ve noticed the tendency by those reporting the 
weather to focus on a big story. Rather than reporting the everyday weather and its tedious 
ordinariness, they sensationalize the next big winter storm or the possibility for severe weather. 
What will bring about the greatest amount of anxiety or fear seems to be the center of their 
reporting, rather than more positive, constructive stories which may encourage people and create 
hope. 
 
But isn’t that really our tendency as human beings? We tend to gravitate towards the big story, 
no matter what it might be, simply because it will draw the greatest attention to ourselves or 
bring in the biggest payback. Why else would we exaggerate the size of the fish we caught or the 
size of the rack on a deer we harvested? When we talk about our promotion at work, do we add a 
few embellishments to make ourselves look really good? 
 
On this particular Sunday, we have the unique experience of being able to celebrate Christmas 
Day. Our gospel passage for this Sunday is Luke 2:8–20, which, along with verses 1–7, is often 
read on Christmas Eve or morning in many homes. It tells the biggest story of all, of when God 
came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ, being born of Mary and placed in a lowly manger. 
 
The first one to tell this story was not human, but an angel, sent by God to shepherds. These hard 
workers were out in the fields at night, tending to their flock of sheep. It is possible that the 
lambs in their flock were destined for the altar of sacrifice in the temple. Though these shepherds 
were considered unclean by the religious leaders because of their occupation, it is instructive that 
God valued these people who were ostracized. The angel appeared to these everyday, ordinary 
people, telling them their Messiah had been born and was lying, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
in a manger. 
 
To back up his big story, the angel was accompanied by a large number of angelic messengers 
who began praising God, saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men 
with whom He is pleased” (NASB). Imagine what an impact such an experience must have had 
on these down-to-earth shepherds! After the angels left them, the shepherds immediately made 
plans to go and see for themselves that this story was true. 
 
Like good reporters, these shepherds went to doublecheck their facts, looking throughout the 
small town of Bethlehem’s stables to find the baby laid in a manger. They soon found Mary, 
Joseph, and the baby just as the angel told them. Now they had the biggest story of all to be 
sharing with everyone they met, and so they did. Their story created a sense of wonder and 
astonishment in the hearts and minds of those who heard it.  
 
I wonder sometimes if the traditions and merchandising of Christmas has caused us to lose sight 
of the reality that we have been included in the biggest story of all. Do we realize how 
magnificent what happened that night really is? We get wrapped up in making sure we observe 
the correct day, or have the correct traditions, or the best presents, or even that we spend the day 
with the right people, and we miss the wonder, the glory of the greatest story ever told—that God 
came to be with us, that God took on our human flesh. What is more amazing than that? 
 
What was it like for Mary that blessed night? She had to give birth in a strange place under very 
uncomfortable circumstances without the comforts of home. She knew the angel had told her the 
child she gave birth to was the Messiah, but now there were shepherds coming and telling her 
they had also seen and talked with angels. It is no wonder Mary often pondered these things in 
her heart, mulling them over and coming to terms with the wonder of being in the midst of a 
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story much greater than herself—something which began long before she was born, yet included 
her and Joseph, and the little baby Jesus, lying in the manger. 
 
Perhaps we need to follow Mary’s lead, and take some time this Christmas Day to drink in the 
wonder of the birth of Jesus Christ. Perhaps we ought to quietly contemplate the significance of 
the incredible gift of love the Father gave in giving us his Son by the Spirit in such a down-to-
earth human way as a baby born in humble circumstances, laid in a manger, swaddled, fed and 
diapered like every other baby his age. What does it mean that God gives the biggest story of all 
to humble misfits, who are considered unworthy to be included in temple worship? What does it 
mean that God became man, to live and die like we do? 
 
It is not enough that we just consider all this, though. The lesson we learn from these shepherds 
is that we take this biggest story of all and we share it with others. We include others in the good 
news that Christ has come. We let others in on the story, letting them know that they too have an 
important role to play in what God is doing in this world. What man may deem is unimportant, is 
considered essential by God when it comes to telling his story. How might God be wanting you 
to share this good news with others? How might God be wanting you to be a part of his story? 
 

Heavenly Father, how delighted you must have been to see your Son in a new 
way, a way you had never seen him before, as a human baby, held and cared for 
by human hands. May your celebration of your Son’s human birth remind us to 
celebrate anew Jesus’ birth with a deep sense of wonder and gratitude, and to 
share this good news with those around us. Thank you, Jesus, for coming to us 
and becoming one of us, so we could be with you and the Father forever in the 
Spirit. Amen. 

 
“And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them; and they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city 
of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there 
appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom He is pleased.’ When the angels 
had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, ‘Let us go 
straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known 
to us.’ So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He lay 
in the manger. When they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been told 
them about this Child. And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the 
shepherds. But Mary treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart. The shepherds went 
back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had been told 
them.”     Luke 2: 8–20 NASB 


