
 

Order of Worship 
Epiphany | Baptism of the Lord 

January 8, 2023 
Welcome—“You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the 
Holy Spirit and with power …” Acts 10:38a NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 
WL: Honor the LORD, you heavenly beings;  
ALL: Honor the LORD for his glory and strength.  
WL: Honor the LORD for the glory of his name.  
ALL: Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness.  
WL: The voice of the LORD echoes above the sea.  
ALL: The God of glory thunders.  
WL: The LORD thunders over the mighty sea.  
ALL: The voice of the LORD is powerful;  
WL: The voice of the LORD is majestic.  
ALL: The voice of the LORD splits the mighty cedars;  
WL: The LORD shatters the cedars of Lebanon.  
ALL: He makes Lebanon’s mountains skip like a calf;  
WL: He makes Mount Hermon leap like a young wild ox.  
ALL: The voice of the LORD strikes with bolts of lightning.  
WL: The voice of the LORD makes the barren wilderness quake;  
ALL: The LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
WL: The voice of the LORD twists mighty oaks and strips the forests bare.  
ALL: In his Temple everyone shouts, “Glory!”  
WL: The LORD rules over the floodwaters.  
ALL: The LORD reigns as king forever.  
WL: The LORD gives his people strength.  
(Psalm 29 NLT) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, January 8, 2023 | Epiphany | Baptism of the 
Lord| Year A] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13–17 NASB 

13“Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by 
him. 14But John tried to prevent Him, saying, ‘I have need to be baptized by You, 
and do You come to me?’ 15But Jesus answering said to him, ‘Permit it at this time; 
for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.; Then he permitted 
Him. 16After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and 
behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a 
dove and lighting on Him, 17and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, ‘This is 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.’ ”     

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 



 

1. What was John doing while he was at the Jordan River? Why did Jesus come to 
where John was? What did he ask John to do? 

2. Why did John try to prevent Jesus from participating in what he was doing? 
What was Jesus’ response? How and why did Jesus’ baptism “fulfill all 
righteousness”? 

3. Who was present at the baptism of Jesus besides the people, John, and Jesus? 
How was Jesus anointed for his ministry as the Messiah? 

NEW TESTAMENT: Acts 10:34–43 NASB 
34“Opening his mouth, Peter said: ‘I most certainly understand now that God is not 
one to show partiality, 35but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what 
is right is welcome to Him. 36The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, 
preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all)—37you yourselves know 
the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the 
baptism which John proclaimed. 38You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 
39We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. 40God raised 
Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, 41not to all the people, 
but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate and 
drank with Him after He arose from the dead. 42And He ordered us to preach to the 
people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God 
as Judge of the living and the dead. 43Of Him all the prophets bear witness that 
through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.’ ” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What did Peter mean when he said that God is not one to show partiality? Why 
would this have been important to the readers of Luke’s book of Acts? 

2. What took place after John baptized Jesus and he was anointed for his ministry 
as the Messiah? 

3. Who were the witnesses to Jesus’ ministry here on earth? Who put Jesus to 
death by hanging him on the cross? 

4. To what events did these witnesses testify after the crucifixion of Jesus? What 
type of activities did these witnesses do with Jesus beyond his death on the 
cross? 

5. What did Jesus order his apostles to preach to the people? What does everyone 
who believes in him receive through Jesus’ name? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May the God of glory, who sits as King forever, whose voice is 
powerful and majestic, give you strength and bless you with peace. In the name of 
the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 

 


