
 

Order of Worship 
Christmas | New Years Day 

January 1, 2023 
Welcome—“Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their 
humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds the 
power of death—that is, the devil…” Hebrews 2:14 NIV 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 
WL: Praise the Lord! 
ALL: Praise the Lord from the heavens! 
WL: Praise him from the skies! 
ALL: Praise him, all his angels! 
WL: Praise him, all the armies of heaven! 
ALL: Praise him, sun and moon! 
WL: Praise him, all you twinkling stars! 
ALL: Praise him, skies above! 
WL: Praise him, vapors high above the clouds! 
ALL: Let them all praise the name of the Lord. 
 (Psalm 148:1-4 NLT) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, January 1, 2023 | Christmas | New Years 
Day | Year C] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13–23 NASB 

13“Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, ‘Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy 
Him.’ 14So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still 
night, and left for Egypt. 15He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 
fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Out of Egypt I 
called my son.’ 16Then when Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he 
became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in 
Bethlehem and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time 
which he had determined from the magi. 17Then what had been spoken through 
Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: 18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and 
great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children; and she refused to be comforted, 
because they were no more.’ 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, and said, 20‘Get up, take the Child and His 
mother, and go into the land of Israel; for those who sought the Child’s life are 
dead.’ 21So Joseph got up, took the Child and His mother, and came into the land 
of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of 
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Then after being warned by God in a 
dream, he left for the regions of Galilee, 23and came and lived in a city called 



 

Nazareth. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophets: ‘He shall be 
called a Nazarene.’ ”     

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. While Jesus was still in Bethlehem, what did the angel tell Joseph to do? Why? 

2. How was Herod’s military action a foretaste of the crucifixion? 

3. Where did Joseph, Mary and baby Jesus flee to? How was this a fulfillment of 
prophecy?  

4. When Herod died, where did Joseph and the family go? Why? What can we 
learn from Joseph’s example of obedience during Jesus’ childhood? 

NEW TESTAMENT: Hebrews 2:10–18 NASB 
10“For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all 
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their salvation 
through sufferings. 11For both He who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are 
all from one Father; for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, 
12saying, ‘I will proclaim Your name to my brethren, in the midst of the 
congregation I will sing Your praise.’ 13 And again, ‘I will put my trust in Him.’ 
And again, ‘Behold, I and the children whom God has given me.’ 14Therefore, 
since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the 
same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15and might free those who through fear of death were 
subject to slavery all their lives. 16For assuredly He does not give help to angels, 
but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. 17Therefore, He had to be made 
like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful 
high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the 
people. 18For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is 
able to come to the aid of those who are tempted.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. In what way did God “perfect the author of [our] salvation?” Who is the one 
who sanctifies us or sets us apart for holy use? Who are the ones who are 
sanctified or set apart for holy use? 

2. What did God’s Son become so that the devil would be rendered powerless and 
we would be freed from fear of death? How are we related to Jesus Christ? 

3. Jesus was made like whom “in all things”? Why? 

4. Jesus was tempted in what he suffered—why?  

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May the God, for whom and through whom everything exists, and 
the Lord Jesus who shared in your humanity by the Spirit, bless you, keep you, 
smile on you, and give you his peace. 

 


