
 

Order of Worship 
4th Sunday in Advent | Love 

December 18, 2022 
Welcome—“She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 
WL: Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, … 
ALL: You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, shine forth ...  
WL: Awaken your might;  
ALL: Come and save us.  
WL: Restore us, O God;  
ALL: Make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.  
WL: Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand,  
ALL: The son of man you have raised up for yourself.  
WL: Then we will not turn away from you;  
ALL: Revive us, and we will call on your name.  
WL: Restore us, LORD God Almighty;  
ALL: Make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.  
(Psalm 80:1–3, 17–19 NIV) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, December 18, 2022 | 4th Sunday in Advent | 
Love | Year C] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18–25 NASB 

18“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: when His mother Mary had been 
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was bound to be with child by 
the Holy Spirit. 19And Joseph her husband, being a righteous man and not wanting 
to disgrace her, planned to send her away secretly. 20But when he had considered 
this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been 
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a Son; and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.’ 22Now all this took place 
to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23Behold, the virgin 
shall be with child and shall bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,’ 
which translated means, ‘God with us.’ 24And Joseph awoke from his sleep and did 
as the angel of the Lord commanded him, and took Mary as his wife, 25but kept her 
a virgin until she gave birth to a Son; and he called His name Jesus.”     

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What does this story tell us about who Mary was and how she became 
pregnant? What was the cultural expectation of Joseph, the one she was 



 

betrothed to? What did God ask Joseph to do? What did he choose to do and 
what does this show us about what kind of man he was? 

2. What was the name they were to give this child? What scripture did Matthew 
use to show this was a prophetic event being fulfilled by God? 

3. What is so important about the name Immanuel—what does this tell us about 
who this child was? 

4. Does the fact that Mary was a virgin when she bore Jesus mean she stayed a 
virgin her entire life? Why or why not? How does this affect our understanding 
of who Jesus is? 

NEW TESTAMENT: Romans 1:1–7 NASB 
1“Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy 
Scriptures, 3concerning His Son, who was born of a descendant of David according 
to the flesh, 4who was declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection 
from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5through 
whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith 
among call the Gentiles for His name’s sake, 6among whom you also are the called 
of Jesus Christ; 7to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to 
you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What does Paul say the prophets promised long ago? Who does he say fulfilled 
this promise?  

2. What is the privilege and authority given to the apostles? Who did Paul include 
in this gift giving by God?  

3. Does this apply to us today? How can we best express this gift God has given 
us? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ in the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


