
November 22, 2022                                                                                Our Life in the Trinity blog 

More devotionals may be found at https://lifeinthetrinity.blog 
Subscribe to OLIT YouTube channel at https://www.youtube.com/@ourlifeinthetrinity 

Waking Up to Peace 
by Linda Rex 

 
December 4, 2022, ADVENT | Peace—We’ve made it through another election season here in 
America. We have yet to see the full ramifications of our choices. Some prognosticators are 
predicting worst case scenarios, while others are optimistic and hopeful. We can make lots of 
predictions, but the ultimate reality is we do not know what the future holds for us as a nation or as 
individuals. 
 
It appears conflict is one way we exist as human beings. Even though we were designed with 
differences in mind for the sake of the greater good, we have yet to learn how to bring those 
differences together as a means of creating unity rather than division. What is meant to bring joy and 
variety to our lives so often ends up creating stress and heartache. How hard it is for us to learn to 
live together as unique, equal persons in oneness, peace and harmony! 
 
On this second Sunday in Advent, we read Matthew 3:1–12 and are reminded of how John the 
Baptizer prepared the way for Jesus, baptizing people in the Jordan River. If we had lived in Jericho 
in that day, we would have heard the stories told in the marketplace about this strange man who lived 
in the uninhabited regions near the Jordan, who ate wild locusts and honey, and who baptized Jews—
God’s own people who didn’t need to be baptized. We would have heard how he criticized the 
religious leaders for their hypocrisy and greed, and how he called all people to repent, for the 
kingdom of God was near. 
 
But John didn’t come just for himself or simply to do an oddball, aesthetic ministry in the wilderness 
of Judea. No, John the Baptizer was certain he was meant to prepare God’s people for the coming of 
the Messiah. He was given instructions to point out God’s gift to Israel, which John did when he saw 
the Lamb of God and baptized him. John knew in the larger scheme of things his own ministry would 
end, but that of the Messiah would expand to fill the whole universe.  
 
John was not intimidated by people in authority. He told the religious leaders they could not count on 
their birthright as God’s chosen people to ensure they were in right relationship with God. Just 
because someone was born into the right family or had a position which they purchased from the 
Romans, this did not mean that they were right with God. How they lived their everyday lives and 
how they treated others around them spoke volumes about who they were and what their relationship 
with God really was. And for that reason, they needed to repent—to turn away from themselves and 
turn to Jesus, the One who was the king of the kingdom of God, which was being set up in their 
midst. 
 
The psalmist in Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19 speaks of a king and of his son. Even though it was probably 
speaking of a human king, the Messianic implications of the psalmist’s poetry are clear:  

“Give the king Your judgments, O God, and Your righteousness to the king’s son. 
May he judge Your people with righteousness and Your afflicted with justice. Let the 
mountains bring peace to the people, and the hills, in righteousness. May he vindicate 
the afflicted of the people, save the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. Let 
them fear You awhile the sun endures, And as long as the moon, throughout all 
generations. May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, like showers that 
water the earth. In his days may the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till 
the moon is no more. Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who alone works 
wonders. And blessed be His glorious name forever; And may the whole earth be 
filled with His glory. Amen, and Amen” (NASB). 

What the “king’s son” in this psalm would do is what Jesus did. As the Son of the divine King of 
Israel, Jesus’ purpose was to fill the earth with his Father’s glory and peace. Jesus, as God in human 
flesh, ensured that we as the image-bearers of the Triune God would in the end actually reflect God’s 
glory in the way he intended. 
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Think about the leaders to whom John the Baptizer was speaking. There must have been some who 
were really trying hard to do the right thing. But from what John was saying, too many of them were 
more concerned about the opinion of the people and keeping their positions of authority and 
prominence than they were about vindicating the afflicted, saving the children of the needy, and 
crushing the oppressor. And John said that there was someone in their midst, who he wasn’t even 
worthy to loosen the sandals of, who would do all these things.  
 
The reality is, though, that often we are more like the religious leaders in this story than we are like 
the Messiah John the Baptizer was speaking of. We wrestle within ourselves, knowing that apart 
from the grace of God, we are the ones who are too concerned about other people’s opinions and 
keeping things in our lives how we want them to be. We are the ones who so often are indifferent to 
the needs and suffering of others. We are the ones seeking glory for ourselves at the expense of 
others. And this is why we have no peace, either within ourselves nor within our relationship with 
others and with God. 
 
John’s message is simple, though. “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand!” That message was 
one that Jesus also carried and passed on to his disciples. As the king of the kingdom, as the Son of 
the King over all, Jesus has come, is present now by his Spirit, and will return in glory to set up the 
new heavens and earth where God will dwell with man.  
 
In the end, when Jesus finally returns to finish what he began centuries ago, we will see the 
culmination of all that began when the Triune God decided to share his loving relationship with those 
he had created. John’s message, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” echoes even today in 
this world where we still have not learned what it means to live at peace with one another or to be at 
peace with ourselves and with God. The kingdom of heaven is at hand because Christ has come, has 
lived our life, died our death and risen, bringing all of us home to his Father to share in that close, 
loving relationship he has always had in the Spirit.  
 
Do we hear the echo in our own souls of John’s message and of Christ’s answering response? What 
is it we need to turn away from so that our sole focus is on Christ and what he is doing in our lives 
and in this world? How is it Jesus is wanting us to join with him in caring for others the same way he 
has cared for us? Today, in this moment, how will you and I heed the call by the Spirit, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand”?  
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of your Son and your Spirit. We realize that 
apart from you we have no peace, no hope, or joy. It is your love shed abroad in our 
hearts by your Spirit which changes us and changes our world. In this moment, Lord 
Jesus, we again turn away from ourselves and from this world and turn to you. Grant 
us anew the peace that passes all understanding. Amen. 

 
“Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, ‘Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness, “Make ready the way of the Lord, make His paths 
straight!” ’ Now John himself had a garment of camel’s hair and a leather belt around his waist; and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem was going out to him, and all Judea and all the 
district around the Jordan; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, as they 
confessed their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, ‘You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Therefore bear 
fruit in keeping with repentance; and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father”; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to 
Abraham. The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good 
fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He 
who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize 
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear 
His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with 
unquenchable fire.’ ”       Matthew 3:1–12 NASB 


