
 

Order of Worship 
3rd Sunday in Advent | Joy 

December 11, 2022 
Welcome—“And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.” Matthew 11:6  
NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 
WL: But joyful are those who have the God of Israel as their helper,  
ALL: Whose hope is in the LORD their God.  
WL: He made heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them.  
ALL: He keeps every promise forever.  
WL: He gives justice to the oppressed and food to the hungry.  
ALL: The LORD frees the prisoners.  
WL: The LORD opens the eyes of the blind.  
ALL: The LORD lifts up those who are weighed down.  
WL: The LORD loves the godly.  
ALL: The LORD protects the foreigners among us.  
WL: He cares for the orphans and widows, but he frustrates the plans of the 
wicked.  
ALL: The LORD will reign forever.  
WL: He will be your God, O Jerusalem, throughout the generations.  
ALL: Praise the LORD!  
(Psalm 146 NLT) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, December 11, 2022 | 3rd Sunday in Advent | 
Joy | Year C] 
GOSPEL: Matthew 11:2–11 

2“Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to Him, ‘Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for 
someone else?’ 4Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Go and report to John what you 
hear and see: 5the blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to 
them. 6And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.’ 7As these men were 
going away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John, ‘What did you go out 
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 8But what did you go out to 
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ 
palaces! 9But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and one who 
is more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, “Behold, I send 
My messenger ahead of You, who will prepare Your way before You.” 11Truly I 
say to you, among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist! Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.’ ”    



 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What question did John send his disciples to ask Jesus? Why might he have 
done this? 

2. What did Jesus say was evidence that he was the Messiah? 

3. How was John a fulfillment of Old Testament scriptures? How did Jesus 
describe John the Baptizer? 

NEW TESTAMENT: James 5:7–10 
7“Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 
the precious produce of the soil, being patient about it, until it gets the early and 
late rains. 8You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9Do not complain, brethren, against one another, so that you yourselves may 
not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door. 10As an example, 
brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What spiritual fruit is the main topic of this passage? (Hint: what word is 
repeated over three times?) Who are we to use as an example of this attribute? 

2. What are we to remember about the coming of the Lord? How does this apply 
to our observation of the Advent season? 

3. Why are we not to complain against one another? How should the real nearness 
of Jesus affect how we treat one another? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May our heavenly Father, who lives eternally with his Son Jesus 
Christ and us in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, make your joy complete, that 
you may fully share their joy. Amen. 


