
 

Order of Worship 
Proper 21 

September 25, 2022 

Welcome—“Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to 

fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all 

things to enjoy.” 1 Timothy 6:17 NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 
WL: Those who live in the shelter of the Most High  
ALL: Will find rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
WL: This I declare about the LORD:  
ALL: He alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I trust him. 
WL: For he will rescue you from every trap  
ALL: And protect you from deadly disease. 
WL: He will cover you with his feathers. He will shelter you with his wings.  
ALL: His faithful promises are your armor and protection. 
WL: Do not be afraid of the terrors of the night,  
ALL: Nor the arrow that flies in the day. 
WL: Do not dread the disease that stalks in darkness,  
ALL: Nor the disaster that strikes at midday.  
WL: The LORD says, “I will rescue those who love me.  
ALL: I will protect those who trust in my name.  
WL: When they call on me, I will answer;  
ALL: I will be with them in trouble.  
WL: I will rescue and honor them.  
ALL: I will reward them with a long life and give them my salvation. 
(Psalm 91:1–6, 14–16 NLT) 
Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, September 25, 2022 | Proper 21 | Year C] 

GOSPEL: Luke 16:19–31 
19 “Now there was a rich man, and he habitually dressed in purple and fine linen, 
joyously living in splendor every day. 20And a poor man named Lazarus was laid at 
his gate, covered with sores, 21and longing to be fed with the crumbs which were 
falling from the rich man’s table; besides, even the dogs were coming and licking his 
sores. 22Now the poor man died and was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s 
bosom; and the rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torment, and saw Abraham far away and Lazarus in his bosom. 24And he 
cried out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus so that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool off my tongue, for I am in agony in his 
flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your life you received your 
good things, and likewise Lazarus bad things; but now he is being comforted here, and 



 

you are in agony.’ 26And besides all this, between us and you there is a great chasm 
fixed, so that those who wish to come over from here to you will not be able, and that 
none may cross over from there to us.’ 27And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, that you 
send him to my father’s house—28for I have five brothers—in order that he may warn 
them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 29But Abraham said, 
‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30But he said, ‘No, father 
Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent!’ 31But he said 
to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be persuaded 
even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What is the difference between scripture that is a story or parable, and scripture 
intended for doctrinal teaching? Why is it important to discern the difference and 
not confuse the two? 

2. Who are the two main characters in this story or parable? How are they different 
from one another? 

3. In what way do these two characters reflect the difference between the poor, sick, 
and needy people who listened to and followed Jesus, and the hostile Jewish 
leaders of his day? 

4. “Abraham’s bosom” was the Jewish concept of paradise at that time, as was Hades 
or Sheol being the realm of the dead. Who in this story ended up in “Abraham’s 
bosom” when he died? Who ended up in a place of torment? 

5. What did the rich man ask Abraham to tell Lazarus to do? What did this reveal 
about the rich man’s attitude or prejudice towards Lazarus? 

6. To whom did the rich man want Lazarus sent in order to warn them? What did 
Abraham say they already had which contained a warning within it to repent? 

7. What was the ultimate sign the rich man said would work in warning his family? 
What was Abraham’s response? 

8. Who did Jesus raise from the dead that was a warning to the Jewish leaders of his 
day to repent? Instead of repenting, what did these people ultimately do to Jesus? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May you be enriched in everything—in all speech and all knowledge, 
and in the confirmation of this testimony about Jesus Christ in your lives. In the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 


