
 

Order of Worship 
Proper 18 

September 4, 2022 

Welcome—“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My 

disciple.” Luke 14:27 NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 

WL: O Lord, you know everything about me. 

ALL: You know when I sit down or stand up. 

WL: You know my thoughts even when I’m far away. 

ALL: You see me when I travel 

WL: And when I rest at home. 

ALL: You know everything I do. 

WL: You know what I am going to say even before I say it, Lord. 

ALL: You go before me and follow me. 

WL: Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

ALL: Too great for me to understand! 

(Psalm 139:1-6 NLT) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, September 4, 2022 | Proper 18 | Year C] 

GOSPEL: Luke 14:25–33 
25“Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, 
26‘If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and 
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 
27Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple. 
28For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and 
calculate the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29Otherwise, when he has 
laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, 
30saying, “This man began to build and was not able to finish.” 31Or what king, when 
he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether 
he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him 
with twenty thousand? 32Or else, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33So then, none of you can be My disciple who 
does not give up all his own possessions.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. In this passage, who was following Jesus? What did Jesus do before he began to 
speak to them? Why would Luke emphasize this action of Jesus’ at this point in 
the story? 



 

2. Who does Jesus say can come to him? What does Jesus mean by saying “comes to 
me”? What needs to happen when a person commits themselves to being Jesus’ 
disciple? (Note: Eastern hyperbole “hate” means to love much less by 
comparison.) 

3. What cross is each follower of Jesus to carry? How does this differ from Christ’s 
cross? What does it mean to “come after” Jesus and how does this apply to our life 
of discipleship as believers—i.e., who went first and what did he do? 

4. What did Jesus say a person ought to do first who was planning to build a tower? 
Why is this? In what way does planning ahead in this way apply to our decision to 
follow Christ? 

5. What did Jesus say a king would do before going into battle against a superior foe? 
In what way is life in Christ a battle against such an enemy? 

6. How is following Jesus like encountering in him a lord and king who is vastly 
superior to any other? In what way does our decision to follow Christ involve 
surrendering to another king’s terms of peace? 

7. When Jesus says following him involves giving away all our own possessions, 
does he mean literally to do this or is he using hyperbole again to express 
something completely different which involves surrender and heartfelt obedience? 
In what way is giving away all our own possessions like surrendering to Christ all 
our own efforts to save ourselves? 

Closing Song 

Benediction—May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and 
peace. May you understand and experience all the good things we have in Christ, 
putting into action the generosity that comes from your faith, through Jesus our Lord 
and by his Spirit. Amen. 


