
 

Order of Worship 
Proper 15 

August 14, 2022 

Welcome—“And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive 

what was promised, ...” Hebrews 11:39 NASB 

Family Life/Prayer Requests 

Intercessory Prayer 

Special Music/Offering 

Responsive Reading: 
WL: Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 
ALL: You who lead your people like a flock. 
WL: You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 
ALL: Shine forth. 
WL: Awaken your might; 
ALL: Come and save us. 
WL: Restore us, O God; 
ALL: Make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
WL: Restore us, God Almighty; 
ALL: Make your face shine on us, that we may be saved.  
(Psalm 80:1-4, 7 NIV) 

Worship 

Group Discussion: [Reading from Sunday, August 14, 2022 | Proper 15 | Year C] 

GOSPEL: Luke 12:49–56 
49“’I have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled! 
50But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished! 
51Do you suppose that I came to grant peace on earth? I tell you, no, but rather 
division; 52for from now on five members in one household will be divided, three 
against two and two against three. 53They will be divided, father against son and son 
against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law 
against daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 54And He was 
also saying to the crowds, ‘When you see a cloud rising in the west, immediately you 
say, “A shower is coming,” and so it turns out. 55And when you see a south wind 
blowing, you say, “It will be a hot day,” and it turns out that way. 56You hypocrites! 
You know how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky, but why do you not 
analyze this present time?’ ” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. What events were central to Jesus’ mission when he first came to earth as God in 
human flesh? In what ways do these events resemble baptism? 

2. How might participating in this baptism Jesus was referring to create division 
within households or family relationships? How have you experienced this in your 
own walk with Jesus? 



 

3. What was it about that present time that the spiritual leaders of Jesus day should 
have recognized and didn’t? What are some ways in which Jesus’ presence is in 
and with us today and we don’t see or recognize him? 

NEW TESTAMENT: Hebrews 11:29–12:2 

29“By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry 
land; and the Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned. 30By faith the walls of 
Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the 
harlot did not perish along with those who were disobedient, after she had welcomed 
the spies in peace. 32And what more shall I say? For time will fail me if I tell of 
Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, 33who by 
faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut 
the mouths of lions, 3quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from 
weakness were made strong, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 
35Women received back their dead by resurrection; and others were tortured, not 
accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 36and others 
experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. 37They 
were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with 
the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-
treated 38(men of whom the world was not worthy), wandering in deserts and 
mountains and caves and holes in the ground. 39And all these, having gained approval 
through their faith, did not receive what was promised, 40because God had provided 
something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect. 
1Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay 
aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before us, 2fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. How did the godly people of old participate with God in the great events of 
biblical history? What is the “better resurrection” mentioned in v. 35, and how 
does it differ from the resurrections that occurred in the days before Christ? 

2. Does gaining God’s approval by faith guarantee we will receive what we were 
promised by God? Why or why not? What are some biblical examples of this? 
What are some examples of this in your own life?  

3. What do we look forward to receiving that is better than receiving the fulfillment 
of God’s promises in this life? Who are we to fix our eyes upon and why? How 
does being reminded of what happened to him enable us to endure suffering and 
shame ourselves? 

Communion 

Closing Song 

Benediction— May God smile on you as you call upon Jesus name. May you be 
revived, restored, and saved. In the Name of the Father, Son, and Spirit. Amen. 


