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August 14, 2022, PROPER 15—Even though I have experienced many healings from God in my life 
and have felt his comforting presence with me through this current battle with cancer, a part of me 
still asks at times, “But what about all those prayers and anointings for healing? Doesn’t God keep 
his promises?” 
 
It is not unusual for us to come up against the reality that we do our best to trust God and he doesn’t 
seem to follow through on his promise that if we ask, we will receive. In fact, such seeming 
fickleness with regards to our sincere efforts to trust and depend upon God might even cause us to 
turn away from him, as we question God’s goodness, love, and faithfulness. 
 
The book of Hebrews is a powerful testimony to what Jesus Christ, as God in human flesh, did in our 
place and on our behalf. And chapter 11 reveals a gallery of witnesses to the faithfulness and love of 
our gracious God, witnesses who experienced a full range of responses from God to their 
circumstances of life. “By faith,” it says, many of these people experienced God’s powerful 
intervention in their lives and circumstances as they participated in what God was doing in their 
world.  
 
But then comes verse 39: “And all these, having gained approval through their faith, did not receive 
what was promised.” Apparently, some people never received from God what was promised. Having 
faith was not an issue for these people. And they had gained God’s approval by faith. But in spite of 
their faith and God’s approval, they did not receive what was promised. Instead, they experienced 
great suffering, loss, deprivation, and even death. How can this be? Why go through all those 
experiences if they would never receive the promises? 
 
There is an underlying story beneath these stories which we need to keep in mind. All of our stories, 
as those made in the image of the God who is love, are swept up into his story, creating the history of 
our lives as a participation in all God is doing in this world. Because we share in Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection, we have an existence far beyond this current one. And we can participate in that 
new life both now and in the world to come. 
 
We discover, if we look closely, that our temporary existence in this world is merely a prelude to our 
full real life in eternal union and communion with the Father, through Jesus in the Spirit. Even if we 
were restored back to our physical human existence through “resurrection”, we would still eventually 
die. So, we seek a more wonderful resurrection, one in which we share in the glorified resurrected 
humanity of Jesus Christ.  
 
It was in expectation of this that Jesus, with joy, faced the challenges, suffering and shame of the 
crucifixion. The writer of Hebrews calls Jesus the author and perfector of our faith, which means that 
it’s not all up to us to come up with enough faith to be pleasing to God. Jesus had and has perfect 
trust in our heavenly Father. His Father did not leave him in the grave after the crucifixion, but kept 
his promise to raise him up, restoring him to his place in face-to-face relationship with the Father in 
the Spirit. 
 
So, if faith in a trustworthy God is not the issue, then what? Well, apparently there are times when 
what God asks of us is perseverance and endurance. He wants us to keep our focus off ourselves and 
to keep it on Jesus Christ, the one who bore so much suffering and shame on our behalf, for the joy 
that would come when all those who believe in him would receive in fulness what was promised 
them—life in intimate relationship with the Father in the Spirit. 
 
In the gospel reading for this Sunday, Luke 12:49–56, Jesus expressed his longing that he didn’t have 
to wait for the crucifixion to be done with. For our sakes. Because he knew what a blessing and 
benefit his death and resurrection would be for all humanity. He knew we needed to be able to trust 



in and rely upon a good, good Father, and that was the very reason he had come—to bring us home 
to the Father, restoring our right relationship with him. 
 
In this passage, Jesus reminded his followers that following him exacts a cost. And that cost may 
include being rejected by those closest to us, by our friends and/or family. This cost may include 
going through situations and circumstances without the answers we prefer—did not Jesus tearfully 
ask his Father for some way to accomplish his will other than the cross? And his Father, who 
promised to deliver him (Psalm 22) did not do so on this side of the grave. No, he waited while Jesus 
suffered horribly at the hands of human beings and while he laid in the grave.  
 
Sometimes the cost of new life is death. I was walking the other day at Fontanel, feeling the presence 
of God so near to me. And I was enjoying the flowers and the fragrant scents on the air. The trees, 
grass, and kudzu were so green, and the butterflies were flitting here and there as they gathered the 
nectar from the blooms. In the midst of all that green, though, were the brown, black, and grey heads 
of dead plants and flowers. This thought came to me then: “In the midst of death lie the seeds for new 
life.” 
 
In Christ’s death, we have been given the seeds to our new life. What we do with those seeds is up to 
us. Just because some circumstance, relationship, or desire comes to the place of death does not mean 
that is the end. When we look at Jesus Christ, to what extent he was willing to go so that we might be 
with him and his Father in the Spirit forever, we can discover the seeds to our own new life in him. 
 
What may seem for a moment to be God’s unkept promises may, in fact, be his offering to us 
something greater, more wonderful, more eternal. What if, instead of focusing on the suffering, the 
difficulty, or the loss, we focused on Jesus Christ? What if we allowed God to be who he is, our 
loving heavenly Father, who knows what is best for us and who wants to bring us into new life, 
deeper into warm fellowship with himself both now and forever?  
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for your love and faithfulness. Grant us the grace to keep 
our eyes on Jesus and off of the difficulties and struggles of this life. Enable us to 
walk by faith, trusting in your perfect love and faithfulness, no matter how things may 
appear at the moment, through Jesus and by your Spirit. Amen. 

 
“By faith they passed through the Red Sea as though they were passing through dry land; and the 
Egyptians, when they attempted it, were drowned. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they 
had been encircled for seven days. By faith Rahab the harlot did not perish along with those who 
were disobedient, after she had welcomed the spies in peace. And what more shall I say? For time 
will fail me if I tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets, who 
by faith conquered kingdoms, performed acts of righteousness, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 
lions, quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, from weakness were made strong, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection; 
and others were tortured, not accepting their release, so that they might obtain a better resurrection; 
and others experienced mockings and scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. They were 
stoned, they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death with the sword; they went 
about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was 
not worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in the ground. And all these, 
having gained approval through their faith, did not receive what was promised, because God had 
provided something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made perfect. Therefore, 
since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance 
and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 
fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”      Hebrews 
11:29–12:2 NASB 
 
See also Luke 12:49–56 NASB 
 


