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Do You Feel Secure? 
By Linda Rex 

 
August 7, 2022, PROPER 14—This morning I was reading the book of Joshua and considering the 
reality of how we often place our sense of security in the wrong things. In this particular story, the 
ancient Israelites triumphantly crossed the Jordan River on dry land. Triumphantly, by a miracle 
from God, they took the fortress of Jericho down. They were on a roll. In Joshua 8, they spied out a 
small city, Ai, and realized they didn’t need to send the whole army. So, they sent about three 
thousand soldiers there, and were thoroughly routed by the enemy. Why the sudden change in the 
direction of their progress through the Promised Land? 
 
What gets exposed in this chapter is the greed and covetousness of one man , Achan, and the impact 
his subterfuge had upon the nation as a whole. What was set apart for and dedicated to the Lord he 
had taken to himself, due to greed and covetousness. God was well aware of what was a hidden sin, 
one that he didn’t think anyone would ever discover. The thing which Achan believed was well 
hidden was systematically exposed before the whole nation and brought into judgment so that 
healing could occur. 
 
In the days of the early church, following the giving of the Spirit at Pentecost, there is a similar story. 
The believers were just beginning to make inroads with the gospel in Jerusalem, demonstrating the 
good news by sharing what they had with the poor and needy. Along with others, Ananias and 
Sapphira also brought a gift to the church. They attempted impress the believers with their 
generosity, when in reality they had kept some of the portions of the sale of their property for 
themselves. The problem wasn’t that they kept part of the sale for themselves, but that they had 
pretended to have given more than they actually did. Sadly, they had given way to covetousness, 
greed, and dishonesty. Where was the transparency, generosity, and integrity of Jesus in what they 
had done?  
 
Today, we are constantly exposed to the reality of greed, covetousness and dishonesty. All one has to 
do is go to the grocery store where you buy something, open it up, and find the bottle or box is only 
one thirds full. Or you take your car to the mechanic to have work done, pay for their hard work, only 
to discover they did not do what they said they had done. There is an inherent evil in this whole 
thing, and it’s not just the dishonesty, greed and covetousness.  
 
What is missing here is an understanding that we do not exist in a vacuum. Not only do decisions we 
make ultimately impact someone else no matter how innocent they may be, but every thought, desire, 
decision is made within the spiritual reality that we are not alone—in Christ we live, move, and have 
our being. We do not live independently like we think we do. We’re not individuals, but persons in 
relationship, dependent upon God for our very existence. And this God in Christ has brought us into 
relationship with himself . 
 
What if we took seriously what Jesus said about not seeking our security in the things of this life but 
rather, seeking them in the heavenly realities? In our reading for this Sunday, Luke 12:32–40, Jesus 
told his followers not to be afraid, that his Father happily desired to give us his kingdom. This is 
God’s passion—to include us in his life in relationship, in the oneness and fellowship of the Father, 
Son, and Spirit which has existed from before time began. Think of God’s generosity, transparency 
and integrity in Christ. This is what we were designed to reflect—this is our true way of being. When 
we don’t live in this way, we create a living hell for ourselves. 
 
Going back to the story of Achan, we can ask ourselves a couple important questions: 1) Did Achan 
realize who God was? He was Achan’s Creator and Redeemer. 2) Did Achan realize who he was? He 
was one of God’s chosen people, brought into relationship, to live in daily fellowship with his 
Creator and Redeemer. 
 
When Achan entered Jericho that fateful day, he was participating in something God was doing for 
Israel, and his simple task was to bring certain things to God and to destroy others, accomplishing 
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what God wanted done. As he entered Jericho, Achan didn’t remember who God was, who he 
himself was, and why he was there. The siren call of the beautiful garments, the gold and the silver, 
said to Achan that his security was to be found in what he could touch, feel, and hold. At that 
moment, the treasure he had found grew to be more real than the God he had been brought into 
relationship with. 
 
When Ananias and Sapphira brought their gift to the apostles, they forgot who had brought them into 
relationship with himself through his life, death and resurrection. They forgot that Jesus was a risen 
Lord, one who lived with them and in them by his Holy Spirit. They did not remember who Jesus 
was, their Creator and Redeemer. And they forgot who they were, the Father’s own adopted children 
by faith in Christ. What good does all the money in the world do us if we are estranged from the God 
who saved us, redeemed us, and who invites us by faith in Christ into intimate relationship with 
himself in the Spirit? 
 
We can complain all we want about how bad things are economically, but until we all surrender to 
the reality that God has done something powerful and wonderful in his Son Jesus, drawing us into 
life with himself in the Spirit, we will continue to struggle. All of our choices, decisions, desires and 
motives, are exposed and open to the One who was willing to endure the fire of the crucifixion in our 
place and on our behalf. And his baptism is a baptism of fire in the Holy Spirit, an inner 
transformation which regenerates how we look at him, at ourselves, and at all of the things in this 
world, including money, belongings, popularity, and prestige.  
 
Do you long to feel secure? So do I. But our true security will never be found in the tangible, 
transient things of this life. They will come and go. They will get broken or be stolen. They cannot 
save us from death, though they may temporarily prevent it for a while. Our true security is in 
relationship with Jesus Christ, the One who made all things, who sustains all things, and who has 
redeemed all things, and is working to restore and renew all he has made, including you and me. He 
is our true security, the One we are invited to surrender to, to live in relationship with—in the reality 
that God loves us, cares for us, is always present to us in Christ by the Spirit, and will bring us to live 
with him forever. 
 

Heavenly Father, loving Jesus, forgive us for getting so attached to the things of this 
life, and for forgetting who you are—our Creator and Redeemer. Forgive us for 
grieving your Spirit by our greed, covetousness, and dishonesty. Grant us the grace 
to live in the truth of who you are and who we are, through Christ our Lord and by 
your Spirit. Amen. 

 
“All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed 
them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For 
those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own.  And indeed if 
they had been thinking of that country from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to 
return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them.”     Hebrews 11:(1–3, 8–12) 
13–16 NASB 
 
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.  Sell your 
possessions and give to charity; make yourselves money belts which do not wear out, an unfailing 
treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps lit. Be like men who are 
waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open 
the door to him when he comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master will find on 
the alert when he comes; truly I say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, and have them recline 
at the table, and will come up and wait on them. Whether he comes in the second watch, or even in 
the third, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. But be sure of this, that if the head of the house 
had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have allowed his house to be broken 
into. You too, be ready; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that you do not expect.”      Luke 
12:32–40 NASB 


