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One People, One Language 
By Linda Rex 

 
June 5, 2022, PENTECOST—There have been so many changes in our world these past few years. The 
technological advancements are getting to be overwhelming at times—it’s hard to keep up with them all. 
Many of these, though, came about through the cooperative efforts of gifted and talented people coming 
together for a common purpose. 
 
It seems that many of us do not realize the capacity we have as human beings to accomplish goals, 
develop strategies and create new things. As image-bearers of the divine Creator and Sustainer of all 
things, we have been given a great ability and potential that is meant to benefit our world and those who 
live on it. This capacity is enhanced and empowered when we come together, each bringing his or her 
own unique contribution to the whole, and as a single body begin to address a common purpose. 
 
This is something God knew about us from the very beginning. After all, he created us to be a reflection 
of his very nature as the God who lives in perichoretic love—three distinct, uniquely related equal 
Persons in one Being. Out of that union and communion was birthed our cosmos and everything in it. As 
the humans God created began to multiply on this earth, they came together to build a great civilization 
and a massive structure that would showcase their greatness. At that time God said, “Behold, they are one 
people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which 
they purpose to do will be impossible for them (Genesis 11:6 NASB).’ ”   
 
We find that humans from that point on were given by God the challenge of multiplicity of languages, 
making it difficult to communicate with one another. They developed into separate countries, ethnicities 
and races, and ultimately, division and conflict were more common than union and communion. It has 
been the development in recent years of common languages and powerful communication tools that has 
begun to make it possible for greater collaboration and bringing together of different people from around 
the world to solve problems. 
 
Apart from some effort to work together, much lies undone or incomplete. And without the natural checks 
that come from all sides coming together in unity, so often what is created ends up being used for the 
wrong reasons or for selfish and evil ends. Or people who seek unity fall into the ditch of uniformity and 
end up creating unhealthy or dangerous situations that are destructive, with coercive insistence upon 
everything being done one particular way. 
 
It is our broken way of doing things that gets us into trouble all the time. What happens when we do 
things our way, insist on our own path apart from God, is evident by the conflict, war, and other 
destructive experiences that can be seen in every area of our lives. This is why God, knowing even before 
he created us our capacity to end up this way, did what was needed for our healing and renewal. 
 
The way God did this was by his Son taking on our human flesh in Jesus Christ, living a genuinely human 
life, dying unjustly at the hands of those he came to save, and then bringing our restored and glorified 
humanity up in his resurrection and ascension to be in the presence of the Father. He sent the Holy Spirit 
from the Father so that by faith each of us individually could now participate Christ’s perfected humanity 
and begin to live within the intimate relationship the Son of God has with the Father in the Spirit. We can, 
by the Spirit, live in union and communion with our God now and forever as his adopted children. 
 
The Spirit now given to all, is ever working to create union and communion—to draw people together 
into loving unity to fulfill God’s purposes on this earth. We find the Spirit at work in many places, tearing 
down walls that would otherwise exist between people, healing relationships that would otherwise be 
estranged, and bringing harmony between people who would otherwise be at odds. 
 
We find the Spirit, since that first Pentecost, has been at work, within Christ’s Church and elsewhere, to 
bring people together to accomplish amazing feats of kindness, charity, healing, restoration, and renewal. 
He brings people together, not just to be churches, but to be those who care for the orphans, for the sick, 
and for those in prison. We find people caring for the safety and protection of citizens and countries. We 
find people working together to find cures for illnesses and solutions for caring more tenderly for the 
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world on which we live. We find people gathering together to create things of beauty, that bring joy, 
peace, and encouragement to others. 
 
Jesus told his followers, “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with 
[meta] you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him 
or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with [or by; para] you and will be in [en] you (John 
14:16-17 NASB).” The way in which we are able to live and work together in unity and oneness is simply 
by the presence of God through Christ in the Spirit, who is with us, by us, and in us. Vincent puts it this 
way: “With you (μετά), in fellowship; by you (παρά), in His personal presence; in you (ἐν), as an 
indwelling personal energy, at the springs of the life (Vincent, Marvin, Word Studies in the New 
Testament).” Through Christ, God’s indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit brings us into personal 
relationship with our Creator in such a way that we are joined in union and communion with one another. 
 
Thinking this through then specifically in terms of the body of Christ, the Church, we have been brought 
together in the Spirit to share the good news of God’s love expressed to us in Christ’s life, death, 
resurrection and ascension and in the giving of the Spirit. We do this, not on our own initiative, but on the 
instructions of Jesus Christ. He is the head of the body, and the head tells the body what to do. So the 
body of Christ, the Church, acts on the initiative of its head, Jesus, and does as he instructs her. 
 
There are many things Jesus calls us to do. We are each uniquely gifted and uniquely called. We are 
created with different personalities and natures. But we are brought together, like all the unique parts of a 
human body, in order to work together to do a common purpose—the will of God—sharing the good 
news. 
 
Just as Jesus never did anything on his own initiative—he did what he saw the Father doing and said what 
the Father told him to say. In the same way, we don’t do anything on our own initiative—we do what we 
see Jesus doing and say what he tells us to say. This can be very challenging for us. We often busily find 
projects we’re going to do for Jesus or people we’re going to save and never once consider that maybe 
that is not what Jesus wants us to be doing. He may have a different priority at the moment.  
 
Just as Jesus lived all of his human existence while on earth in union and communion with his Father in 
the Spirit, we are individually called, no matter who we are, to live our human existence in union and 
communion with the Father through Jesus in the Spirit. What we see Jesus doing we by the Spirit 
participate in, using those gifts and abilities and personalities which are uniquely our own. Together, by 
the Spirit, we become a more effective whole in service to Christ, and in obedience to his will and 
purposes, we accomplish amazing and wonderful things in this world. These amazing and wonderful 
things are a work of the Spirit in and through us, and they glorify our heavenly Father and his Son Jesus.  
 

Heavenly Father, thank you for the marvelous and wonderful way in which you have created us 
and designed us to live and work together in union and communion with you. Grant us the grace 
to act only on Jesus’ initiatives and to only say and do what he directs, by your Holy Spirit, for 
his name’s sake. Amen. 

 
“Philip said to Him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been 
so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the 
Father; how can you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the 
Father is in Me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding 
in Me does His works. Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe 
because of the works themselves. Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he 
will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father. Whatever you ask in My 
name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, I 
will do it. If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. I will ask the Father, and He will give you 
another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and 
will be in you. These things I have spoken to you while abiding with you. But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all 
that I said to you. Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”     John 14:8–17 (25–27) NASB 


